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F lying with a servant’s heart

1 Pilot donates
skills, plane
to help others

By NEAL ULMER

Helping people in need and
flying an airplane 15 a great
combination for Leander pilot
Jason Tuggle.

Sunday moring, he flew his
own plane from his hometown
to pick up passengers and trans-
port them to get medical help.

The orgamization 1s Grace
Flight of America and his
passenger for last Sunday
afternoon was Carol Deleo
of Brady.

Del.eo was diagnosed with
colon and liver cancer in Janu-
ary 2008 . She and her husband,
Tony, had been making the
10-hour round trip driving to
Houston and made five trips in
a car before finding out about
Grace Flight of America.

“About the next to the last
time I was in Houston my
husband and I found out from
another patient’s family mem-
ber about an organization that

helped people, called Grace
Flight of Amenica,™ said Carol
Deleo. “Todayismy firstflight
on a Grace Flight, but my sec-
ond time on a small airplane.”™

The mission of Grace Flight
of America 1s to help people in
for medical and humanitarian
purposes. It i1s the organiza-
tion’s goal to remove the trans-
portation burden from patients
so they can get to specialized
medical treatmentnotavailable
to them locally. Many of the
patients do not have access to
conventional transportation or
are too ill to dove or fly com-
mercially.

Grace Flight is completely
free of charge and relies solely
on volunteer pilots and dona-
tions from individuals, founda-
tions, clubs and corporations.

Pilot Jason Tuggle has
been flying for Grace Flight
of Amenica for one year. His
normal call sign for the airplane
he flies 1s N2027E, but when
he picks up patients, the call
sign 1s changed to Grace Flight
27E. This designates to the air
traffic controllers that there are

patients on board, and occa-
sionally gets betterrouting. His
plane 1s a Piper Cherokee Six,
which he purchased in 2007.
It accomodates six people and
luggage.

“T first learned about Grace
Flight by talkaing with a woman
at the Georgetown Airport
whose son has cancer.” said
Tuggle. “She explained how
Grace Flight changed her life by
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READY FOR TAKEOFF—Carol DelLeo and pilot
Jason Tuggle (lefi) along with friends and family prior to
DeLeo’s trip from Brady to Houston.

taking a little stress (mentally
and monetarily) off of her trips
to M.D_Anderson in Houston.
I enjoy flying and found a great
cause to be a part of Flying 1s
a passion for me.

"While flying itself has
stresses to it, for me, it 1s a
stress reliever. I hold a private
pilot’s license with an instru-

See Flight on Page 12
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